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Paperwork
lapses on
C.diff ward 
A WARD treating patients 
hit by a deadly hospital 
bug outbreak had sloppy 
record-keeping, an inquiry 
heard yesterday.

But the sister in charge 
insisted patient care took 
priority over paperwork.

Eighteen people died in an 
outbreak of Clostridium 
difficile (C.diff) at the Vale of 
Leven hospital in Alexandria, 
West Dunbartonshire.

Sister Lesley Fox told an 
inquiry into the outbreak 
that she was responsible for 
ward six, where a number of 
women tested positive for 
C.diff in 2007 and 2008. 

Some of those patients 
later died.

Sister Fox admitted there 
had been “absences” in care 
plans for patients.

ABSENCE
She also told the inquiry 

that nurses made notes 
about patients on pieces of 
paper to brief other staff. 
But these observations were 
later shredded.

And while she admitted 
that paperwork could have 
been “better”, care of the 
patient took “precedence”.

Sister Fox added: “Although 
there was an absence of 
nursing documentation, there 
was never an absence of 
care.”

The sister said nurses 
were at the bedside of 
patients the “majority of 
the time” and there was 
“constant assessment” of 
those in their care.

A total of 55 patients 
were struck down by the 
bug between December 2007 
and June 2008. C.diff was 
blamed for nine deaths and 
was a contributory factor in 
another nine. 

The inquiry at Community 
Central Halls in Maryhill, 
Glasgow, continues.

HOSPITAL  J Vale of Leven

FAMILY JOY AS KILLER’S 
STONE LIFTED FROM LAIR

Fight goes on 
to block ‘final 
insult’ to Clairets
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Stroke 
of luck 
saved 
my life WIN Z  Peter. Above, 

the stone and the 
grave as it is now

GLAMOUR   J
Michelle with Gordon 

on the night she suffered the stroke

By Charlie Gall
c.gall@dailyrecord.co.uk

BLACK Widower Malcolm Webster’s  
sickening headstone tribute to the wife  
he murdered for money has finally been 
removed from her grave.

Council chiefs confirmed they had taken away 
the memorial – bearing tragic Claire Morris’s 
married name and describing her as her killer’s 
“dear wife” – after a campaign by her family.

Nurse Claire’s family are still battling to  
ensure that Webster, who owns the lair in Tarves 
cemetery, Aberdeenshire, never gets his wish to 
be buried alongside her, an idea they have 
described as “the final insult”.

But her delighted brother Peter said 
yesterday the council decision was “a very 
significant development”.

Webster, 52, faces dying in prison after being 
convicted of killing Claire, 32, in a staged 
fireball crash in Aberdeenshire in 1994.

The cruel conman collected a fortune in 
insurance money – and was also convicted of 
trying to kill his second wife in New Zealand in 
a similar insurance money plot.

Peter, 48, who was prepared to have 
Claire’s body exhumed, said: “As far as  
I was concerned, the headstone was a 
lie, a total monstrosity.

“It was a violation of 
Claire’s memory. I’d like to 
take a sledgehammer to it. I 
didn’t believe my sister could 
rest in peace as long as it was 
in place.

“The council have bent over 
backwards for us. Our family 
are delighted.”

REFUSED
Aberdeenshire Council 

legal head Karen Wiles said: 
“We believe that, given  
Mr Webster ’s  cr iminal  
conviction, it is appropriate 
for us to remove the stone 
and place it in storage.

“We appreciate the strong 
feelings of the family, and the 
wider public mood.”

Karen added that Webster, 
who is serving a 30-year 
minimum sentence, had 
refused a written request  
to  g ive up ownership  
of the lair.

Last month, a law group 
from Aberdeen University 
approached the Record 
offering to help the Morris 
family’s campaign reclaim 
Claire’s grave. 

Ryan Whelan, founder of 
the Aberdeen Law Project, 
said: “What we have achieved 
today is a pragmatic solution 
to a complex legal matter.”

Peter added: “We look 
forward to being able to 
erect, at some point, an 
appropriate monument to  
my sister’s memory.”

New Day for Doris
Actress and singer Doris Day 
is releasing a new album – at 
the age of 87. The record, 
called My Heart, is the 
Calamity Jane star’s first in 
17 years.

Whisky rap 
over boy, 14
A MAN has been charged 
with endangering a 14-year-
old boy’s life by supplying 
him with a bottle of Jack 
Daniel’s.

The boy was allegedly 
drunk and had to be  admitted 
to hospital on July 4.

Reuben Henry, 30, of 
Galashiels, Selkirkshire, is 
also charged with supplying 
alcohol to another 14-year-
old and a 17-year-old and 
stealing vodka and cider 
from a shop.

The case was continued 
without plea yesterday at 
Selkirk Sheriff Court, and 
Henry was released on bail 
until September 12.

AIR stewardess 
Michelle Houston has 
told how having a 
stroke saved her life – 
by revealing a heart 
condition that could 
have killed her.

Doctors treating 
fitness fanatic Michelle 
for the stroke  
discovered she had 
been born with a hole 
in her heart.

And the 23-year-old 
is now looking forward 

to returning to the 
skies – and the jogging 
track – after recovering 
well from her stroke 
and having a five-and-
a-half hour operation 
to fix her heart defect.

Michelle, of 
Greenock, Renfrew-
shire, had her stroke in 
February after a black 
tie dinner with her 
boyfriend, inter-
national hockey player 
Gordon McIntyre. She 

phoned her mum in a 
panic when the left of 
her body went limp 
and her speech 
became slurred.

Michelle’s mother 
took her to Inverclyde 
Royal Hospital but 
medics there said she 
had a migraine.

It was only some 
days later that her 
stroke was confirmed – 
and the hole in her 
heart was found.


