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Dumfries andGallowayandover
the Isle of Man.

She roosted in North Wales,
before heading across the
Midlands andEastAnglia to the
RSPB’sMinsmere reserveon the
Suffolk coast, where staff spot-
ted an osprey with an attached
aerial. She thenheadingwest on
herway to the Channel coast.

Meanwhile brother Bynack
has been tracked to Belgium.

Caroline Rance, an osprey
information officer at Loch
Garten, said: “The satellite tech-
nology is fantastic, but it can
cause our hearts to leap into our
mouths when these birds take a
wrong turn.”

the headstone after considering
all the legal implications.

Ms Morris’s bother Peter said
itwasa“great firststep”towards
being able to replace her head-
stone and hold a second funeral
service for his sister.

He said: “It is absolutely
fantastic news. The headstone
was amonstrosity. It said Claire
was his dear wife who was
constantly in his soul. It was a
lie.Wehavestill gototherbattles
to get ownership of the grave
and get another stone erected,
but is a great first step.”

Ms Morris’s death, at the age
of 32, was treated as a tragic
accident until a new investiga-
tion was launched after police
in Scotland discovered that

Webster had also tried to kill his
second wife, Felicity Drumm, in
similar circumstances in New
Zealand.

A jury at the High Court in
Glasgow in May found Webster
guilty of murder and the
attempted murder of Ms
Drumm, committed as part of a
fraudulent scheme to obtain
almost £1 million in insurance
and pension payments.

Ryan Whelan, founder of the
Aberdeen Law Project who had
been supporting the Morris
family, said: “The gravestone
was a desecration of Claire’s
grave in themind of all sensible
persons.

“It is right and proper that it
has now been removed.”

TWO young ospreys are being
satellite tracked on their first
journey south to Africa, but it
seems they may not quite have
got their bearings.

One of the birds, a three-
month-old female christened
Tore, was still in the nest where
she was reared at the RSPB’s
LochGarten reserve in theHigh-
lands last Wednesday morning,
but then set off on a zig-zag tour
of Britain.

The RSPB said that by Thurs-
day afternoon, Tore had
completed a flypast of the wild-
life charity’s nature reserve at
South Stack onAnglesey, North
Wales, after flying through

Birds take long and
winding road south

Newstem
cell hope
for brain
disease
sufferers
HOPES of a breakthrough
in Parkinson’s disease
research were raised yester-
daywith the results of anew
stem cell study led by the
University of Edinburgh.

Scientists said they have,
for the first time, generated
stem cells from one of the
most rapidly-progressing
forms of the disease.

They said the develop-
ment will boost research
into the conditionbecause it
will allowscientists tomodel
the disease in laboratories
and help them shed light on
why certain nerve cells die.

The research was carried
out in collaboration with
University College London
(UCL). As part of the study,
scientists took skin samples
from a patient diagnosed
withoneof themostprogres-
sive types of Parkinson’s.
The skin cells were then
used to generate brainnerve
cells affected by the disease.

Researchers said the
ability to generate these
nerve cells will make it
easier to monitor the effec-
tiveness of any new drugs
that could slow or halt
progress of the condition.

The aim is to find drugs
that can prevent the death
of these key cells, known as
neurons,whichbreakdown
as a result of Parkinson’s.

Dr Tilo Kunath, of the
University of Edinburgh’s
Medical Research Council
centre for regenerative
medicine, said: “Current
drugs forParkinson’s allevi-
ate symptoms of the
condition.

“Modelling the disease in
adishwith real Parkinson’s
neurons enables us to test
drugs that may halt or
reverse the condition.”

The study was funded
with a £300,000 grant from
Parkinson’s UK.

DrKieranBreen, director
of research and develop-
ment at the charity, said:
“This exciting studyhas the
potential to bring about a
huge breakthrough in
Parkinson’s research.”

Dr Michael Devine, of
UCL’s Institute of Neurol-
ogy, added: “Understanding
such a progressive form of
the disease will give us
insight into different types
of Parkinson’s.”

NHS looks
at ‘food
poisoning’
at races
HEALTH chiefs are investi-
gatingapossible foodpoison-
ing incident after 11 people
fell ill at a racecourse.

Three people needed
hospital treatment after
visiting Hamilton Park
racecourse inSouthLanark-
shire onMonday.

They have since been
discharged and are recover-
ing well, as are the other
eight people, NHS Lanark-
shire said.Thoseaffected, all
adults, suffered a combina-
tion of vomiting, diarrhoea,
nausea and abdominal pain.

NHS Lanarkshire’s public
health protection team and
SouthLanarkshireCouncil’s
environmental health serv-
ices have launched an inves-
tigation into the events.

DrDavidCromie, consult-
ant in public health medi-
cine at NHS Lanarkshire,
said: “A number of people
became ill yesterday while
at Hamilton races.

“Our initial investiga-
tions would suggest this
was linked to the food they
ate. No organism has been
positively identified as yet.

“Public health staff and
environmental health offic-
ers are endeavouring to find
and interviewall thosewho
dined at the racecourse.”

Hamilton Park chief
executiveVivienKyles said:
“We deeply regret this and
apologise unreservedly to
those affected.

“We are taking the inci-
dent very seriously with a
full investigation ongoing
with our catering partner,
Prestige Scotland, although
as yet it has not been con-
firmed as food poisoning.”

officials originally told them that
because Webster buried her and
owns the grave, they had to get
his consent before making any
changes. However, the council
saidyesterdayithadnowremoved

Ronnie Coulter, 32, from
Wishaw, walked free from the
firstmurder trialafterheblamed
his cousin, Andrew Coulter, 23,
andDavidMontgomery, 19, from
Motherwell, for the killing.

AndrewCoulter andMrMont-
gomery stood trial the following
year, but claimed Ronnie Coul-
ter was responsible, and were
also acquitted of murder.

An inquiry into the police
investigationandprosecutionof
the case revealed officials did
not properly consider racist

motivation despite repeated
requests from Mr Chhokar’s
family. The report also indicated
that institutional racism was
evident within Strathclyde
Police and the CrownOffice.

The thenLordAdvocateColin
Boyd later apologised to the
Chhokar family and admitted
that his office had failed them.

Earlier this year, it was also
revealed that the killers of an
Indian man would have been
given a substantially longer
sentence if the Crown had not

dropped the allegations that the
murderwas raciallymotivated.

Nachhatar Singh Bola was
kicked to death by teenagers
Dillon Cherrie, 16, Dean Logan,
15, and Stewart Patterson, 19, as
he walked to get a takeaway in
Renfrew.

They were convicted of the
attack and Cherrie and Logan
were ordered to serve at least
nine years before being eligible
for parole, while Patterson was
told he had to serve a minimum
of 10-and-a-half years.

In 2004, Kriss Donald was kid-
napped, tortured andmurdered
in Glasgow by a gang of Asian
men inanotherprominent racial
murder. Daanish Zahid, Imran
Shahid, Zeeshan Shahid and
MohammedFaisalMustaqwere
all found guilty of hismurder.

In 1998, ImranKhandied after
beingstabbed inGlasgowduring
a street fight between Asian
boys and four white youths.
Colin Gilmourwas sentenced to
seven years for his attempted
murder.

work conducting his normal
work duties.”

Mr San said that when hewas
taken to identify his son’s body
no interpreter was present.

“We feel very let down and if
wehadnotcomplainedaboutour
treatment, we would have never
found out about the mistakes

‘‘

racial motivation of this case.
The racial motivation was
completelydeniedby theofficers
despite there being evidence.”

Reid was jailed for five years
afteradmittingtheculpablehomi-
cideof Chinese-bornMrSan.

Among the findings, the
inquiry concluded that the force
failed to recognise the attack on
Mr San was racist and placed
little emphasis on racist
language used by the youths
shortly after the incident.

The inquiry also found that
the case should have been
declared a “critical incident” by
police, but that the incident was
described asminor.

It added that the appointment
of an untrained officer to a
significant post in the investiga-
tion “left both theofficer and the
organisation exposed and at
risk”.

Mr Anwar said that had the
attack been treated as racially
aggravated, he believed the
judge could have added several
years to the sentence.

MrAnwaradded: “Theauthor-
ities should not mistake the
silence of the Chinese commu-
nity as a weakness. Simon’s
family are part of Scotland’s
community and feel betrayed by
those who should have given
them justice. The police inquiry
may be over, but we now expect
the Lord Advocate to order an
immediate inquiry into their
prosecution of this case.”

The Crown Office said: “For a
racial aggravation to be proved
there must be evidence to
demonstrate the motivation for
the commission of the crime.
There was no evidence in law to
support this and this remains
the case.”

Forceapologisesover raceblunder

incident involving a Chinese
shopkeeper.

John Reid, 16, admitted
culpable homicide and was
locked up for five years by a
judge who said he and the
others had acted like “pack
animals”.

Michael Roberts, 16, and
Keir Rodger, 16, received
shorter sentences for rocking
the victim’s car and forcing him
to leave the vehicle just before
the fatal punch was thrown.

Mr San’s family always
maintained his death was
racially motivated.

Legislation introduced in

1998 made it an offence to
pursue a racially aggravated
course of conduct, to harass a
person and to act in a racially
aggravated manner.

Labour’s justice
spokeswoman Johann Lamont
said: “The Crown Office should
be open and transparent about
their handling of this case and
should hold an inquiry.”

A Crown Office spokesman
said: “The Crown was alert to
the question of racial
motivation from the beginning
of the investigation and raised
the issue with the police at an
early stage.

“After careful consideration
of all the available evidence

provided to the Crown by the
police, Crown Counsel
concluded that there was no
evidence to show that the
attack on Mr San was racially
motivated.

“We can confirm the Lord
Advocate will not be
instructing an inquiry and is
satisfied with the Crown’s
prosecution of the case.”

A Scottish Government
spokesman said: “This was a
despicable crime. Lothian and
Borders Police have issued a
full apology, and our
condolences are with the
family and friends of Mr San.”
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made by the officers,” he added.
“Theofficersmaywellbedisci-

plinedbut forustheyhaveplayed
a role in a lack of justice which
we should have been entitled to
as a grieving family.

“My son lost his life and I am
convinced the accused received
a lesser sentence because the
officers failed to investigate the

Agonyof familydestroyed
bysenselesskillingof son
THEYwerea familywhoworked
tirelessly over three decades to
build up their new lives after
fleeingVietnam 30 years ago.

But their ef for ts were
destroyed with just one punch
from 16-year-old John Reid
whichcausedthedeathof Simon
San.The 40-year-oldhit his head
on the pavement outside the
Edinburgh takeaway where he
worked after being set uponbya
gang of youths.

As a child,MrSanhad escaped
with the rest of his family from
the Communist regime after the
US pulled out of SouthVietnam.

But yesterday the San family
spoke of their agony at losing “a
good son and a good brother”
whowas themain carer for both
his elderly parents, who them-
selves then had to fight for an
inquiry into how the police
handled the case.

An internal Lothian and
Borders Police investigation
came after Mr San’s family
lodged an official complaint in
which they made 39 allegations
against the force.

Mr San’s father, Trieu Seng
San, wept as he heard through
an interpreter his own words
being read by his lawyer Aamer
Anwar at a press conference
held at police headquarters at
Fettes.

Mr San was flanked by his
daughters Shirley and Candy
clutching their brother’s
picture.

He said he is convinced his
wife will not recover from the
tragedy. He said: “Simon’s
murder destroyed the whole
family.

“Since his death, my wife has
been ill and bed-bound.

“It is difficult for me as I now
need to face the fact thatmywife
will be leaving me soon shortly
after losingmy youngest son.”

He continued: “This is the
darkest moment of my life
knowing that I am going to be
left alone in this house soon.

“Mywife’s healthwas improv-
ing after an operation two years
ago. Since Simon’s death, her
health has been deteriorating.”

Mr San went on to describe
deficiencies in the police
investigation.

“When the family liaison offi-
cer toldmemysonhaddiedafter
the assault, I could not express
myself because there was no
interpreter present,” he said.

“I found out about the media
reportof myson’sdeath through
my children because I do not
read English.

“My children toldme that the
senior officer said Simon was in
the ‘wrong place at the wrong
time’, anddescribed it asaminor
attack.

“This caused me great
distress. I felt the police were
implying that my son deserved
to die.My sonwas at his place of

Father’s anguishas
inquiry intohandlingof
police case finds failings

It is difficult for me as I
now need to face the fact
my wife will be leaving
me soon shortly after
losing my youngest son

JOHN REID: Admitted culpable
homicide of Simon San.

WORKPLACE: Simon San was attacked outside the takeaway where
he worked in Edinburgh. Police were criticised for saying he had been
in ‘the wrong place at the wrong time’.Main picture: Gordon Terris
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Wife-killer gravestone removed

MALCOLMWEBSTER: Killed his
wife and then faked car crash.

A COUNCIL has removed the
gravestoneof awomanwhodied
17 years ago because it bore the
name of her husband who
murdered her.

Aberdeenshire Council was
responding to calls from the
family of Claire Morris, who
feared they would have to seek
the permission of Malcolm
Webster, 52, who was sentenced
in July to life imprisonment for
killing his wife in a staged
car crash in Aberdeenshire in
May 1994.

Ms Morris’s family wanted to
erase Webster’s name from her
gravestone inTarves, but council
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Deficiencies stirmemories of Surjit Chhokar’s death
THE Simon San case comes a
decadeafter theauthoritieswere
criticised over the investigation
into the murder of an Asian
waiter fromLanarkshire.

SurjitChhokarwas stabbed to
death outside his Overtown
home in November 1998 but no-
onewas convictedof themurder
– despite twoHighCourt trials.

The prosecutors were criti-
cised for failing to properly
examine racialmotivation.

SURJIT CHHOKAR: No-one was
convicted of waiter’s murder.

VICTORIA WELDON


