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• IN BRIEF •

Man charged
with bar robbery
to go on trial
A man will go on trial
charged with abduction and
robbery at an Aberdeen
bar.

Charles McPhail denies
forcing his way into Murdo’s
Bar in Cairncry Road by
holding an object against
owner Robert Gribble’s side
and demanding entry on
June 1 last year.

The 52-year-old is alleged
to have taken Mr Gribble
into the cash office, bound
his eyes, mouth, arms and
legs with duct tape and de-
tained him against his will.

He is charged with then
assaulting the bar owner, re-
peatedly hitting his head
and body and demanding
the entry code into a time-
lockedsafe in thecashoffice.
McPhail also denies robbing
Mr Gribble of £10,641.45 in
cash and a CCTV hard
drive.

His case was continued
for trial on August 8 at
Aberdeen Sheriff Court
yesterday.

Admission over
supply of drugs
A man has admitted dealing
heroin and cocaine at an
Aberdeen hotel.

Richard Evans, 25, admit-
ted being involved in the
supply of the class-A drugs
on May 3 last year at the
Caledonian Thistle Hotel in
Union Terrace when he ap-
peared at the city’s sheriff
court yesterday.

Evans, of 234 Pinewood
Drive, Birmingham, will re-
turntocourt tobesentenced
on August 18.

Move to get tough
on dog fouling
A drop-in session focusing
on dog fouling, will be held
in Aberdeen on Friday.

Aberdeen Council city
wardens are holding the
event from 3pm to 5pm at
Northfield Community Cen-
tre in Byron Square in an
attempt to deal with dog
owners who do not clean up
after their dogs. Wardens
have the power to issue £40
fixed penalties.

French eatery will
stay open, says owner
The owner of a French
eatery in Aberdeen said his
restaurant would remain
open, although the compa-
ny behind it has gone into
liquidation.

Mohammad Haddanou
said he would continue to
run Cafe Montmartre, on
Justice Mill Lane, as a part-
nership with his wife Anne.
He is hoping business will
pick up again after a “dif-
ficult” two years.

He said: “The restaurant
is definitely open. OK, we
have had problems, but we
are getting some bookings
now and we hope things will
pick up.”

Graeme C. Smith has been
appointed liquidator of Cafe
Montmartre Ltd after a
meeting of creditors last
week.

Hilton Street closing
for removal of trees
A street in the north of Ab-
erdeen will be closed on
Sunday to enable dead and
diseased trees to be
removed.

Hilton Street will be
closed between the West-
burn Drive/Hilton Drive
roundabout and Clifton
Road.

An alternative route,
while the work is going on,
will be available via Clifton
Road, Hilton Avenue and
Hilton Drive or vice-versa.

A housing organisation which was criticised by
a watchdog for failings in care plans for res-
idents has applied for planning permission to
create seven new tenancies.

The Margaret Blackwood
H o u s i n g A s s o c i a t i o n
(MBHA) wants to convert
“communal facilities” into
five flats and build two new
ones at its Eday Gardens
complex in Aberdeen’s Mas-
trick area.

The move has angered
some residents who say they
were warned earlier this year
that their communal facilities
– a social room and laundry
room – could be taken away
to make way for the new-
builds.

They claim the facilities
were promised to them when
they first moved into the
complex and were integral to
their lives.

The application has been
tabled in the same month
several residents alleged a
“timetable” had been imple-
mented by staff, detailing
when they could get up, go to
bed and use the bathroom.

They said their human
rights were being breached –
but MBHA insisted the al-
legations were “completely
unfounded” and had not
been upheld by a Social Care
and Social Work Improve-
ment Scotland (SCSWIS) in-
vestigation.

The housing association
said it continued to provide
a 24-hour response service
for residents and that the
watchdog’s investigation did
not uphold a specific allega-
tion that it was “failing to
meet the care needs of service
users by not ensuring that
care is provided to service
users at a time which suits
them”.

However, SCSWIS did rule
that medication was not be-
ing administered properly at
the Eday Gardens and that
personal care plans were
“failing to meet the needs” of
residents.

Its report also said staff did
not have a “clear understand-
ing” of how prescribed med-
ication should be effectively
administered, and said evi-
dence was found of “inac-

A convicted paedophile who molested four north-east
childrenhashadhisbid for freedomcrushedbyappeal
court judges.

Malcolm McDonald was
jailed last summer after he
was foundguiltyofa two-year
campaign of abuse against a
girl and three boys, aged be-
tween eight and 13.

He preyed on the children
as they slept at homes at

Fraserburgh and Aberdeen
during the late-1990s.

Soon after his conviction at
Peterhead Sheriff Court in
May last year, McDonald, 42,
launched an appeal against
his three-year prison term.

McDonald was not present

for yesterday’s brief hearing
at the Court of Criminal Ap-
peal in Edinburgh.

Lord Hardy and Lord
Wheatley said the sentence
was appropriate and dis-
missed his appeal.

McDonald, of Wigton Cres-
cent, Southmead, Bristol, had
befriended his young victims’
families, crept into their
rooms after dark and abused
them in their beds.

Onevictim,now27, said the

visitsbecameso frequent that
it felt like they were hap-
pening every night.

During the trial, McDonald
maintained his innocence
and denied four charges of
lewd and libidinous practices
and behaviour towards the
children between April 1995
and October 1997.

His defence agent, Shahid
Latif, claimed the children
made up their stories.

At the end of the four-day

trial, Sheriff Marysia Lewis
told McDonald he had been
found guilty of “systematic”
sexual abuse. He had “power
and authority” over the chil-
dren, the sheriff added.

She told him: “You waited
until you were alone with the
children.

“You are clearly a manip-
ulative person and grossly
abused your position of
trust.”

McDonald abused three of

his victims at houses in Ab-
erdeen and Fraserburgh.

The fourth victim was
abused at a third house at
Fraserburgh.

All the children identified
McDonald as the abuser and
said he did not say a word
while molesting them.

McDonald was placed on
the sex offenders register and
was told he would be under
supervision for a year after
his release from jail.

JUDGES SAY THREE-YEAR PRISON TERM FOR MOLESTING FOUR NORTH-EAST CHILDREN IS ‘APPROPRIATE’

Paedophile’s appeal against jail sentence is dismissed
BY JAMIE BUCHAN

Anger as care
group applies
to create flats

ASSOCIATION CRITICISED BY WATCHDOG
WANTS TO CONVERT ‘COMMUNAL FACILITIES’

BYASHLEIGH BARBOUR

MalcolmMcDonald: guilty

curate entries” in medical
records.

A spokeswoman for Mar-
garet Blackwood confirmed
thatplanningpermissionhad
been sought from Aberdeen
CityCouncil tobuildnewflats
at the site, but that the as-
sociation would try to ensure
that a social room was kept
for the residents.

She said: “We are in con-
sultation with the council re-
garding the proposals and no
decision has been made.

“However, following our
most recent meeting with
Eday Gardens tenants, it was
agreedthatwewillbemaking
active representations to Ab-
erdeen City Council, as the
funders of the redevelop-
ment, to retain a common
lounge at Eday Gardens.

“We will inform tenants
about any updates from dis-
cussions with the council and
continue to listen to their
views.

“There is a chronic short-
age of accessible housing in
Aberdeen and the plans put
forward to Aberdeen City
Council were proposed to ad-
dress this need.”

Yesterday, one resident
said: “We have six people al-
ready who don’t want the
rooms to change at all. We
want to keep what we were
promised. They say they will
try to keep a common room,
but until we have something
down in writing we won’t be-
lieve it.”

“We will inform
tenants about any

updates and
continue to listen

to their views

”

Road closures for Tartan Day
MOTORISTS ADVISED TO AVOID CITY-CENTRE ROUTES

DRIVERS are advised to
avoid several Aberdeen city-
centre locations on Saturday
during the Tartan Day Pa-
rade.

A series of traffic restric-
tions will be in place during
the parade and other asso-
ciated events.

The Rosemount Viaduct to
Union Terrace sliproad will
be closed between 8am and
2pm.

Albyn Place will be closed

between Albyn Grove and
Holburn Street/Union Street
from 10am to 11.15am.

Between10.50amandnoon
Union Street will be closed,
Back Wynd will be closed ex-
cept for access and a section
of King Street will close.

From noon to 1.30pm,
Rosemount Viaduct will be
shut between Union Terrace
and Blackfriars Street junc-
tions.

Vehicles not associated

with Tartan Day events can-
not wait on any of these roads
from 6am to 2pm.

Normal right-turn restric-
tions from King Street into
West North Street and from
Holburn Street into Willow-
bank Road will be lifted be-
tween 10.45am and noon.

Meanwhile, the right-turn
ban from Skene Street into
Rosemount Viaduct will be
revoked for buses only from
noon to 2pm.

Man admits break-in at university
A MAN has admitted break-
ing into a room at an Ab-
erdeen University building
with the intention of stealing
from it.

David Clark, 26, broke into
a room at the university
buildings in Regent Walk on
April 29 with the intent to
steal.

He also admitted assault-
ing police constable Kenneth
Scott at Aberdeen Royal In-
firmary the same night by
spitting on his face.

Clark, a prisoner of Ab-

erdeen, had been charged
with threatening members
of staff at the university
and behaving in an abusive
manner during the same in-
cident, but his not guilty plea
was accepted by the Crown at
the city’s sheriff court yes-
terday.

He pleaded guilty to a third

charge of assaulting a man in
Portal Crescent two days ear-
lier, brandishing a knife at
him and demanding money
from him, when he appeared
at the city’s sheriff court yes-
terday.

Sentence was deferred for
background reports until Au-
gust 11.

FIGHTINGFORCLAIRE’SGRAVE: RyanWhelan, left, founder of theAberdeen LawProject,with her brother PeterMorris

New bid to seize Claire’s grave from killer
COUNCIL PROMISES TO DO EVERYTHING IT CAN TO HELP MURDER VICTIM’S FAMILY

ing Aberdeen, to update him
on the outcome.

The 48-year-old said: “I’m
delightedRyanandtherestof
the team from the law project
have got the ball rolling.

“It’s encouraging that Ab-
erdeenshire Council have giv-
en us a definitive time limit of
21 days for giving us a defini-
tive answer.”

Mr Morris added: “There’s
a joint will to get this sit-
uation resolved in as quick a
time as possible and I’m so
grateful to everyone, includ-
ing the council.”

Webster’s lawyer, John
McLeod, said last night he
would be “interested to see”

how the law project, run by
Aberdeen University stu-
dents, planned to get round
the property law which en-
titles his 52-year-old client to
be buried alongside his wife.

Mr McLeod added: “Web-
ster hasn’t changed his mind
– as far as he is concerned his
wife died in an accident.

“I wish the Aberdeen Law
Project well and if they think
of a way of getting round this
law I would be interested to
see it, and would consider it
fully if I was ever given a copy
of their arguments.”

Today, Mr Morris will be on
the streets of Aberdeen with
students from the law project
to collect signatures for a pe-

tition calling on the Scottish
Government to support his
plans for a £1million retreat
centre.

Mr Morris, from Kent,
wants to create a centre

where victims of serious
crime and their families can
go to recover after their case
has been to court.

The petition was launched

last week, and in three days
students gathered more than
1,000 signatures. A further
100 signed up online.

Webster was jailed for 30
years earlier this month after
being convicted of murdering
his first wife in a car crash
near Oldmeldrum in 1994.

The ex-nurse also tried to
kill his second wife Felicity
Drumm in a crash five years
later inNewZealand.He later
attempted to bigamously
marry Oban woman Simone
Banarjee in an attempt to
gain access to her estate.

The crimes were part of a
scheme to fraudulently claim
hundreds of thousands of
pounds in life insurance.

“I hope that
together we can

bring closure to the
Morris family

”

Continued from Page 1

ABERDEEN’S TARTAN WEEK

SAT 30 JULY
FROM 11AM, UNION STREET

Tartan Day Parade and
AIYF Festival in the City
with Special Guest Graeme Garden, star of The
Goodies & The BBC’s ‘I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue’,
local celebrities & live broadcast from Northsound

● Tartan at theTerrace Concert
● Historic re-enactments
● Family history fair
● Traditional music
● Country fair
● Doric readings
● Braveheart screening
● Aberdeen InternationalYouth Festival events
● Shinty Festival & Cup Final
● Plus much more!
For further information visit
aberdeenssummerfestival.com

ABERDEEN

Best Selection of

Stoves and
Range Cookers
with multi fuel and wood

burning options
visit

www.hutchesonsofportsoy.co.uk
or our showroom for our latest

summer promotions

Hutchesons of Portsoy
year of keeping you warm

27 Seafield Terrace Portsoy,
01261 842396

50th51 Chapel Street,51 Chapel Street,
AberdeenAberdeen

T 01224 640400T 01224 640400

MENSWEARMENSWEAR

SALE STARTS
28TH JULY

AT 10AM


