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HEADSTONE BEARING KILLER’S NAME REMOVED ◆ LAW STUDENT PRAISED FOR WORK

Victim’s family win fight to
reclaim grave from Webster

BY SHONAGOSSIP

The family of murder victim Claire Mor-
ris have won their battle to reclaim her
grave from killer husband Malcolm
Webster.
Aberdeenshire Council has
removed her headstone from
Tarves Cemetery – after vow-
ing last month to do every-
thing it could to help Peter
Morris get around the strict
property lawspreventinghim
from erasing Webster’s name
from her memorial.

Last night, Mr Morris said
it was “fantastic” news the
gravestone had been taken
down, and said the inscrip-
tion on it had simply been
another attempt by Webster
to cover up his crime.

The 52-year-old was jailed
for30years inJulyafterbeing
convicted of murdering Ms
Morris in a deliberate car
crash and fire 17 years ago as
part of a scheme to fraud-
ulently claim her life insur-
ance.

After the verdict, Mr Morris
launched a campaign to have
his sister’s headstone – which
refers to her by her married
name and as a “dear wife” –
altered.

But the local authority said
he would be unable to change
it unless he got permission
from Webster, who owns the
lair.

The former nurse, who has

launched an appeal against
his conviction, refused to
relinquish control of the
grave, fearing it could be seen
as an admission of guilt.

Ryan Whelan, founder of
the student-run Aberdeen
Law Project, then stepped in
to help Mr Morris and met
the council’s legal team to
discuss ways of getting
around the law.

It isunderstood thatduring
the meeting the two sides dis-
cussed the issue of desecra-
tion, and it was suggested the
existing headstone should be
removed not only for the
Morris family, but out of con-
sideration and respect for
others visiting the cemetery.

Last night Mr Whelan said
he was unable to divulge
what had been discussed and
described it as an “extremely
complex legal matter”.

Karen Wiles, head of the
legal and governance depart-
ment at the council, said all
the implications of removing
the headstone had been fully
considered before any action
was taken.

She said: “We appreciate
thestrongfeelingsofMsMor-
ris’s family and the wider

Thegap in thegrounds of TarvesCemeterywhere the
removedheadstoneonce stood – it is now in secure storage

public mood about this
issue.

“Having considered very
carefully all the legal impli-
cations, we believe that, given
Mr Webster’s criminal con-
viction, it isappropriate forus
to remove the headstone and
place it in secure storage.

“We have written to Mr
Webster’s lawyer asking him
to relinquish his position as
lair holder and have received
a response declining this
request. We will be writing
once again to advise them of
the action we have now
taken.”

Webster’s solicitor, John
McLeod, said he would be
consulting his client to see if

he wanted to contest the
removal of the headstone,
and questioned Aberdeen-
shire Council’s move.

He said: “I’m not overly
impressed at their tactics,
announcing through the
media that they will be send-
ing me a letter telling me
what they have done. It’s
questionable professionally.

“I’ll speak to Mr Webster
about it in due course and see
what, if anything, he wants to
do about it.”

Mr Whelan, 23, a masters
research student at Aberdeen
University, said the law pro-
ject would continue working
with the council to deal with
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Helicopter scrambled after climber falls down cliff
A CLIMBER was airlifted to
hospital last night after
falling down a cliff on the
outskirts of Aberdeen.

He was understood to have
suffered head injuries in the
incident, which happened at
about 7.20pm at Cairn Robin
Point, a mile south of Cove.

Coastguards responded by
sending out land rescue
teams from Aberdeen and
Stonehaven. One team mem-
ber went down the cliff to
stabilise him, but the location
required a helicopter.

The coastguard then
scrambled a Sea King heli-
copter from RAF Lossie-
mouth, which reached the
scene at about 8pm.

It picked the man up and
flew him to Aberdeen Royal
Infirmary, landing at the heli-
port on the Foresterhill site
about half an hour later.

The man, who is thought to
have fallen between 10 and
20ft, was then transferred to
an ambulance by stretcher
and driven to the hospital
entrance.TheRAFhelicopter lands atAberdeenRoyal Infirmary

Massive manhunt under way for Gaddafi
JUBILANT SCENES IN TRIPOLI AS REBELS STORM LIBYAN DICTATOR’S COMPOUND

A MASSIVE manhunt was
under way for Muammar
Gaddafi last night as Libya
braced itself for life after the
hated dictator.

The end of his 42-year rule
was effectively marked when
rebels stormed his heavily-
fortified Bab al Aziziya com-
pound in Tripoli.

In extraordinary scenes,
fighters raised the new
Libyan flag, tore down stat-
ues, fired guns into the air,
and looted personal posses-
sions from his luxury home.

Onemanwasspottedwear-
ing the famous colonel’s hat
previously sported by Gad-
dafi – having apparently
taken it from his bedroom.

Gaddafi told a television
station last night that he had
withdrawn from Bab al
Aziziya in a tactical move.

He also vowed death or vic-
tory in the fight against
“aggression”, telling al
Orouba TV that his Tripoli
headquarters had been lev-

elled to the ground after 64
Nato air strikes.

Mahmoud Shammam, of
the rebels’ interim council,
said: “We don’t know who is
inside Bab al Aziziya. We
believe there is someone
there and he is leading a
fierce battle.

“It is a symbol.”

The US believes the 69-
year-old is still in the country,
and his remaining forces are
said to be heading for his
home town of Sirte, raising
the prospect of a bloody final
showdown with the rebels.

Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, Russ-
ian head of the World Chess
Federation who knows Gad-

dafi, said he spoke with him
yesterday by phone and said
the leader remains “alive and
well and still in Tripoli”.

Claims that Gaddafi’s 39-
year-old son and heir appar-
ent Saif al Islam had been
captured seemed premature
however when he arrived at
Tripoli’s loyalist-held Hotel
Rixos to tell supporters that
the regime’s forces had “bro-
ken the backbone” of the
rebel offensive.

Leaders of the rebel
National Transitional Coun-
cil (NTC) are expected to
arrive in the capital today
after signalling that they will
shift their base from Beng-
hazi.

Civilian experts from
Britain are also poised to
head for the city to help sta-
bilise the government, in a
bid to avoid the chaos that
followed military victories in
Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Rebels shoot into the air to celebrate taking the compound
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