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THE VOICE OF THE NORTH

WINDFARM PLANS

Environmental
debate rumbles on

A PLANNED 26-turbine windfarm in the High-
lands, which has attracted huge objections,
was described by its backers yesterday as a
“background feature”, in terms of impact on

the landscape, but the whole industry has now become
a dominating feature of the Scottish environmental
debate.

The speed and volume of windfarm development
across theScottish landscape,andinparticular thenorth
and north-east, have caused widespread consternation,
but it isoneof the linchpinsof theScottishGovernment’s
race to make Scotland self-sufficient in energy through
renewables.

Massive resources, and subsidies for developers, are
thrown into the project and local authorities are under
pressure to look favourably at such applications.

Strong opposition in significant quarters does not
show any sign of dying down yet. There is much anguish
about the despoiling of areas of natural beauty. It is a
strong argument, of course, but some would argue that
other manmade installations such as pylons, industrial
and agricultural sites and various road constructions are
also invasive.

The debate which really refuses to go away is the one
about how truly efficient, and economically sound,
windfarms will prove to be. Many argue that they do not
produce enough energy to justify the amount being
invested in them.

Many eyes will be watching the Highland public
inquiry, which got under way at Carrbridge yesterday,
with great interest. Some might wonder if, had it been a
proposal to generate nuclear power, a proven source of
energy, it would have been so controversial.
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HEADSTONE OF MURDER VICTIM

Removal eases
a family’s anguish

R IGHT-thinking people will applaud the tire-
less legal work that has taken place to remove
the cemetery headstone of murder victim
Claire Morris, which was the subject of such

anguish for her family.
Standing in the way was her killer, husband Malcolm

Webster, who was jailed for 30 years and has now lodged
an appeal against conviction. The appalling cruelty and
cunning of Webster was well documented at his trial.

It is little wonder that the words “dear wife” on her
gravestone caused such offence and Webster’s refusal to
comply with requests from the family to alter it were also
proving offensive to the wider public.

Webster’s contention that to do so would be an
admission of guilt, while an appeal is under way, is
fatuous. He could have agreed to such a request on
humanegrounds, asadisplayofbelatedsensitivity to the
family’s feelings following the outcome of the trial,
without prejudicing the opinions of a learned judge who
might eventually hear his appeal.

The efforts of Aberdeenshire Council’s lawyers and
Ryan Whelan, of Aberdeen Law Project, who took up the
case, must be applauded. Others might not have been as
accommodating towards Webster as the council, how-
ever, which placed the headstone in secure storage.

FORMER BEATLE’S BALLET SCORE

Paul says I wanna
be your man, Decca

I T HAS gone down as one of the worst decisions by
a record label in music history: the fateful day
Decca turned down the Beatles. Their loss was
rival label Parlophone’s gain.

Now, ironically, Decca is the record company putting
out former Beatle Sir Paul McCartney’s latest work, his
first ballet score, entitled Ocean’s Kingdom.

Reflecting on the failure of the Beatles to win a
contract from Decca, Sir Paul said later they were not
good enough at the time. The poor souls who made the
decision must have been wishing it was Yesterday every
time they heard the Beatles after that.
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View from Union Bridge of McMillan’s store,
Timpson’s shoe shop and the old Trinity Hall
on Union Street, Aberdeen, in the early 1970s

Crap Days Out
travel guide
SIR, – So the authors of the
Crap Days Out travel guide
are demanding proof of the
existence of the Loch Ness
Monster before they apol-
ogise for the inclusion of
Loch Ness in their guide
(the Press and Journal,
August 23).

I think they are missing
the point of the whole idea
of the Loch Ness legend.
Those who visit Loch Ness
don't do so because they
imagine that they are going
to catch sight of a monster.
Our tourists are surely a lit-
tle less gullible than that.

Have the authors
demanded proof of the
existence of leprechauns,
which are ubiquitous in
Irish souvenir shops and
Ireland’s general tourism
culture and image? By the
same reckoning, this would
make Ireland a “crap day
out", too.
Maurice Duncan,
Nelson Road,
Oban.

‘Crown of thorns’
around Loch Ness
SIR, – Regarding concerns
about Loch Ness being in
the Crap Days Out guide
(the Press and Journal,
August 22), Willie
Cameron, of Loch Ness
Marketing, said “We have
Urquhart Castle, Glen
Affric, the Great Glen Way,
and the scenery is enough
in itself.”

This is very true; it is the
amazing, natural scenery
that attracts tens of thou-
sands of tourists every year
– walkers, mountaineers,
cyclists, ornithologists, and
so on.

Yet a “crown of thorns” is
being constructed around
Loch Ness in the form of
windfarms. Druim Ba Sus-
tainable Energy proposes to
put 23 of the tallest tur-
bines in Scotland (almost
500ft) above the shores of
Loch Ness – fully visible
from the peaks of Glen
Affric and around half a
mile from the Great Glen
Way.

This windfarm will form
the backdrop for many
admiring Urquhart Castle
from vantage points on the
eastern shore. It will sit
cumbersomely in the fore-
ground for all Munro-bag-
gers atop peaks for miles
around. It will dominate
the landscape for several
miles between Dochfour
and Abriachan, for walkers
making their way south
along the Great Glen Way.

Could these factors
destroy the chances of gain-
ing Unesco world heritage
status for Loch Ness?

I appreciate that Den-
mark, Holland and Ger-
many have covered their

landscapes with turbines,
but those countries are not
visited predominantly for
their glorious natural
beauty, and many of their
citizens choose to come
here to escape such indus-
trialisation.

Loch Ness is not a “crap
day out” – yet.
Denise Davis,
White House,
Ardblair.

Interesting
conjunction
SIR, – There was an inter-
esting conjunction in the
Press and Journal on
August 22 – Loch Ness
being indicted as a Crap
Day Out and Charles
Wardrop's letter on the
“rape" of our countryside
by windfarms.

Loch Ness will shortly
have several windfarms vis-
ible from both sides of the
loch and this can do noth-
ing but greatly reduce the
enjoyment of our beautiful
landscape.

Some existing windfarms
are seeking permission to

expand already and this is
a concern for all who
are fighting plans for an
initial project such as
Druim Ba in Glen Con-
vinth, between Beauly and
Drumnadrochit.

It is probable that those
castigating the current
desirability of the area are
aware of its developing
industrial pollution.
Mary MacLeod,
Ardendrain,
Kiltarlity,
Inverness.

Reality of our
linguistic past
SIR, – I write regarding the
complaint raised by Minis-
ter for Learning, Skills and
Gaelic Alasdair Allan (Let-
ters, August 20).

Far too often, we see an
unjustifiably negative spin
in reporting of Gaelic. The
same applies to Scots.

However, a great deal of
responsibility for the prob-
lem and its solution rests
with the Scottish Govern-
ment and its language-pro-
moting agencies.

There is a deep-rooted
and enduring ignorance of
Scottish language and cul-
ture that the government
seems to have no interest
in changing.

Most readers will be
familiar with two often-
repeated myths about
Gaelic. Many will believe
that “Gaelic was never a
written language" or that
“Gaelic was never spoken
here".

In fact, there are surviv-
ing examples of Scottish
Gaelic writing from Deer in
Aberdeenshire dated 1135,
and Aberdeenshire Gaelic
survived long enough for
the last speakers to make
tape recordings in the
1980s. These people also
spoke broad Scots, which
we hear rarely nowadays, it
having been effectively
banned from schools and
media for so long.

It is time that the Scot-
tish Government took steps
to publish material illus-
trating the reality of our
linguistic past, so that we
can make informed deci-
sions about the future.

What is the point of keep-
ing it locked up in archives
in Edinburgh? Is it too dan-
gerous to be released?
John Campbell,
Oak Cottage,
Lynwilg,
Aviemore.

Held up on a
single-track road
SIR, – I was so angry to
read (the Press and Jour-
nal, August 19) of a delivery
driver being fined heavily
and given eight penalty
points on his licence for
losing his temper with an
utterly selfish tourist who
held him up for miles on a
single-track road.

As I understand it, there
is a law against obstructing
the highway and I agree
completely with the
driver’s employer that it
should have been the
other driver who was pros-
ecuted.
M.O.H. Scott,
Tigh na Mara,
Lower Harrapool,
Broadford,
Skye.

“When you said earlier
you had matured, in
what way have you
matured? Things
mature nicely, like a red
wine or a cheese, but
you’ve matured like a
bad curry, mate.”
X Factor judge Gary
Barlow rebukes a
contestant on the
show.

“Brits are almost
rivalling Americans as
the most hideously
unstylish nation in the
world.”
Actress Joan Collins.

“It’s very much the
Dunkirk spirit here.”
Sir Richard Branson
after his house on the
Caribbean island of
Necker went up in
flames, with film star
Kate Winslet helping
to rescue his 90-year-
old mother.

“Men are supremely
skilled at ignoring stuff.
They simply don’t see
the dangling shelf,
unvarnished cupboard
or burned-out bulb.”
TV’s Vanessa Feltz,
saying that women
“are better at DIY than
blokes”.

“It is an insurance
policy. If it doesn’t
work, it doesn’t work,
but if it does work I will
be happy. If it is
possible - and I think it
will be - why not have
a second crack?”
Simon Cowell, who
wants to have his body
frozen after death in
the hope that it might
be revived eventually.

10 YEARS
AGO

20 YEARS
AGO

30 YEARS
AGO
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“For the kingdom of
God is not a matter of
talk, but of power.”
(1 Corinthians 4:20)

I long for the day when
the Church is visited with
power from on high.
Words will then stop.
Until that day, let’s all
pray. L.K.

Convic ted L ockerbie
bomber Abdelbaset Ali
Mohmed al Megrahi had
been granted leave to
appeal against his convic-
tion. A spokesman for the
High Court of Justiciary in
Edinburgh said a date had
been fixed for a prelimi-
nary hearing in October at
Camp Zeist in Holland.
Megrahi was jailed for life
in January that year for the
bombing of Pan Am Flight
103 over Lockerbie in
December 1988 in which
270 people died.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin wielded his newly-
won power in the Soviet
Union, forcing President
Mikhail Gorbachev to
introduce a series of sweep-
ing reforms. And, watched
by millions of TV viewers,
he humbled Mr Gorbachev
when both men appeared
before a special session of
the Russian parliament.
The pair – meeting for the
first time since the failed
three-day coup – concluded
a string of deals which
unmistakably demon-
strated that Mr Gorbachev
now walked in the shadow
of the Russian president.

Tony Jacklin, the 37-year-
old former Open golf cham-
pion, was left out of
Europe’s Ryder Cup team
to meet the Americans at
Walton Heath, Surrey . . .
because he was too old.
Super Spaniard Seve
Ballesteros, winner of the
US Masters the previous
year and the Open in 1979,
was also excluded. Instead,
Ryder Cup captain John
Jacobs and co-selectors
Neil Coles and Bernhard
Langer plumped for Mark
James and Peter Ooster-
huis.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
Maxwell Richardson (4),
Tarves; Kyle Murdoch (4),
Fraserburgh; Carlie Pater-
son (9), Huntly.
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Fax: (01224) 344114 ◆ e-mail: pj.editor@ajl.co.uk ◆ Letters must Include your full address and a daytime telephone number for verification

Do you have a nostalgic picture you
would like to share with P&J readers?
Please send prints to: Past Times,

The Press and Journal, Lang Stracht, Mastrick, Aberdeen AB15 6DF.
Remember to include your name and address if you want us to
return your picture.
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ACROSS
1 Style of writing suitable for circular letters? (5,4)
8 Frequently expressed as decimal (5)
9 Artillery associated with assault (7)
10 Go over undulating track (6)
11 Leave land untended (6)
12 Not easy to grasp by sailors on land (8)
15 Nobody is in doubt that air raid is over (3,5)
18 Went against the current trend? (6)
20 Antagonism causes me tiny trouble (6)
21 Touch on Zulu warriors coming to strange end (7)
22 The main part of the earth (5)
23 They keep shops freshly smartened (9)

DOWN
2 Make a speech to only half the electorate (5)
3 Hazel and Margaret in spicy combination (6)
4 It appears in a woman’s secret birthright (8)
5 Torrid disposition of little Dickensian heroine (6)
6 An old Empire sofa (7)
7 Not fine but outstanding (9)
11 A classic dream once in circulation (9)
13 Gave a shriek and scared me badly (8)
14 One on a diet may turn out so (7)
16 Undiscovered talent developed (6)
17 Concedes there are about

a thousand approaches (6)
19 It is more impressive than a birdie of course (5)

ACROSS
1 Domineering (9)
8 Capital of Jordan (5)
9 Uncouth (7)
10 Seize eagerly (6)
11 To offer (6)
12 Public records (8)
15 For each year (3,5)
18 Tiny (6)
20 Outer edge (6)
21 Eerie (7)
22 Very small

quantity (5)
23 Happen (4,5)

DOWN
2 In agreement (2,3)
3 Vehement denunciation (6)
4 To curb (8)
5 Initiate (6)
6 Arousing feeling (7)
7 As a secondary

occupation (2,3,4)
11 Risk provoking

disaster (5,4)
13 Begin (8)
14 Craftsman (7)
16 Lump of native gold (6)
17 Necessitate (6)
19 Invigorating (5)

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION: CRYPTIC Across: 1 Members, 4
Opium, 7 Seat, 8 Drillers, 10 No thank you, 12 Common, 13 Spades, 15
Opening out, 18 Under age, 19 Wing, 20 Ernes, 21 Toughen. Down: 1
Mason, 2 Meantime, 3 Strike, 4 Oil company, 5 Idea, 6 Masters, 9 Man
of parts, 11 Admonish, 12 Compute, 14 Knight, 16 Tag on, 17 Aden.
QUICK Across: 1 Stomach, 4 Ditch, 7 Trek, 8 Trifling, 10 Out on a
limb, 12 Piracy, 13 Strict, 15 Fall foul of, 18 Encroach, 19 Snag, 20
Strut, 21 Demerit. Down: 1 Set to, 2 Overturn, 3 Herald, 4 Defamation,
5 Thin, 6 High-hat, 9 Knockabout, 11 Milliner, 12 Profess, 14 Placid, 16
Fight, 17 Scar.

“Planet of the Apes
is about a super-
intelligent breed
of apes that
takes over the
world. Isn’t that
just what did
happen?”
Comedian Jimmy
Carr, right.

“I may look fake, but I
am real where it
counts.”
Singer Dolly
Parton.


