
The Aberdeen Law Project Annual Lecture 

19th Febrary 2014 

By Anna Robertson  

 

I'm not sure how a 22 year old student follows Lord Hope..... 

I have been given the honour of saying a few closing remarks and offering a vote of thanks 

on this important occasion for the project. I am sure we are all grateful of our patron Lord 

Hope for speaking to us so eloquently and engagingly about his career in law. This is 

however also a time for us to reflect on what we have accomplished together as a project over 

the last few years. 

At our Inaugural General Meeting four years ago where we celebrated one year of inception, 

the Project, still in its infancy, was striving to fill in the gaps in our legal system.... as well as 

bulking up a few CV's of course. Those at the meeting reflected on what had been done in the 

last year as well as discussing how we could develop in the future. Out of everything that was 

said that day, one quote in particular has stuck with me:  

The true professional must realise that duties to his fellow man must rank high on his list of 

priorities. One would like to think that a doctor would not walk past a man injured in the 

street. Should we as lawyers walk by when we have the means of helping, whatever his 

means? Those within The Law Project do not just walk on by… that was our board member 

Gary Allan QC 

Now, five years later and here we are, a new generation of students in an organisation which 

despite the many changes which have taken place in its structure, has stayed true to its 

original aims. The Aberdeen Law Project is much more than just another university society. 

Indeed, I would go so far as saying that it ranks in stature, even above the Legendary 

Aberdeen University Ultimate Frisbee Team. There are opportunities for members to not only 

develop themselves but also to genuinely help vulnerable individuals in the local community. 

 Through my involvement in the project I have developed and written the employment law 

handbook, taught school children about a career in law, become a legal representative, 

appeared in both the Small Claims court and Employment Tribunals and developed my legal 

skills in an enjoyable and crucially student led environment. I was even given the opportunity 

to represent the Law Project at the Scottish Parliament. These are all opportunities that are 

available for our students. Every one of our members has helped someone within the 

community during what are often stressful and uncertain times, we are making a difference. 

We have accomplished many things this year however I’d like to take this opportunity to 

specifically recognise some particularly important achievements: 

We are exceptionally proud of our Housing Drop in clinic which has been established and 

championed by both Daniel and Laura ...with a little help from 25 unnamed students. The 

exciting new arm to ALP which has been initiated by Julia with the introduction of the 

Research Clinic. We have already produced a report on Judicial Review proceedings for the 

Equality and Human Rights Commission Scotland which was written by Angelina Andanova 



and Amnah Ahmed. The Criminal Sector have created links with Crown Office and have 

provided a valued note taking scheme, where both Cat and Emily have played a huge role. 

Our Faculty Director Malcolm Combe for initiating and developing a course that gives 

credits to students who are involved in ALP 

I would like to take the opportunity to say a big thank you to Professor Logan who has taken 

the time out of his busy day to welcome us to this beautiful hall. To Ryan Whelan for making 

the trip over from Dubai and for his commitment and dedication over the last five years. To 

The Law School in general for their continued guidance and support. I would also like to 

express our heartfelt thanks to Pinsent Masons, especially Roger Connan for sponsoring this 

event today, without their support we probably would have been on Elphinstone lawn.  

Last but by no means least I would like to show our deep appreciation for Lord Hope both for 

accepting his appointment as a patron of The Aberdeen Law Project and for being our guest 

speaker today. Your words were both thought- provoking, inspiring and informative, I think I 

can say on behalf of everyone it has been a great pleasure to listen to you.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed the time I have spent in The Aberdeen Law Project, it has been a 

great privilege to work with each and everyone one of you. As of the 1st April this year I will 

be leaving the project and passing the torch on Caitlin Hurst. I look forward to seeing the 

developments that both she, and her eventual successors make in the up and coming years, as 

new faces adapt the project to changing needs. I know the Project will continue to listen to 

what our community needs and adapt accordingly whilst continuing to build trust with thoe 

people and organisation we work with.   

Thank you everyone for attending and we look forward to another five years.   


