
NEWS 7Wednesday August 24 2011
www.pressandjournal.co.uk

Police
apologise
to Chinese
family
INQUIRY FINDS
‘FAILINGS’ IN PROBE

A POLICE force yesterday
apologised to the family of
a Chinese man who died
following a gang attack
after an inquiry found
“significant failings” in its
probe into his killing.

Delivery driver Simon
San,40,died inAugust last
year after being assaulted
by youths near the take-
away where he worked in
Edinburgh’s Lochend
Road.

One of the teenagers, 16-
year-old John Reid, admit-
ted culpable homicide and
was locked up for five
years by a judge who said
he and the others had
acted like “pack animals”.

Mr San’s family always
maintained his death was
racially motivated but
police did not record the
attack as a racist incident.

Lothian and Borders
Police yesterday acknowl-
edged they should have
done so and said they were
sorry that thevictim’s fam-
ily had “not received the
service to which they are
entitled” from the force.

The apology came after
an internal inquiry carried
out into the way police
handled the case found a
number of failures.

The victim’s family wel-
comed the report but said
they remain “very angry”
about the way they were
treated and have “totally
lost” their faith and trust
in the police.

Lothian and Borders

“Simon was not in
the wrong place

at the wrong
time. He was at
his place of work

”
Police issued their apology
at a press conference in
Edinburgh yesterday
attended by members of
Mr San’s family.

Deputy Chief Constable
Steve Allen said: “There is
no doubt that Simon’s
family have not had the
service from my force that
we would hope to give any
family or any victim of
crime.

“I have apologised pri-
vately to the family for that
failure and would like to
repeat that apology pub-
licly.”

Addressing the family
directly, he said: “I am
sorry that we did not listen
to you when you told us
you thought the attack on
Simon was racially moti-
vated.

“I am sorry that we did
not treat you in a way that
made you feel like you
mattered to us.

“I am sorry that we did
not record and investigate
the attack on Simon as a
racist incident when we
should have done so.

“Simon was not in the
wrong place at the wrong
time. Simon was at his
place of work.

“He was playing his part
asanactivememberofour
community, contributing
through work to the eco-
nomic success of this city.

“Simon was a fellow cit-
izen who was killed trag-
ically and pointlessly.”

Murder victim’s family win grave
battle against her killer husband

HEADSTONE REMOVED FROM CEMETERY DESPITE WEBSTER’S REFUSAL TO RELINQUISH CONTROL

BY SHONAGOSSIP

The family of murder victim Claire Morris have
won their battle to reclaim her grave from killer
husband Malcolm Webster.

Aberdeenshire Council has
removed her headstone from
Tarves Cemetery – after vow-
ing last month to do every-
thing it could to help Peter
Morris get around the strict
property lawspreventinghim
from erasing Webster’s name
from her memorial.

Last night, Mr Morris said
it was “fantastic” news the
gravestone had been taken
down, and said the inscrip-
tion on it had simply been
another attempt by Webster
to cover up his crime.

The 52-year-old was jailed
for30years inJulyafterbeing
convicted of murdering Ms
Morris in a deliberate car
crash and fire 17 years ago as
part of a scheme to fraud-
ulently claim her life insur-
ance.

After the verdict, Mr Morris
launched a campaign to have
his sister’s headstone – which
refers to her by her married
name and as a “dear wife” –
altered. But the local author-
ity said he would be unable to
change it unless he got per-
mission from Webster, who
owns the lair.

The former nurse, who has
launched an appeal against
his conviction, refused to
relinquish control of the
grave, fearing it could be seen
as an admission of guilt.

Ryan Whelan, founder of
the student-run Aberdeen
Law Project, then stepped in
to help Mr Morris and met
the council’s legal team to
discuss ways of getting
around the law.

It isunderstood thatduring

the meeting the two sides dis-
cussed the issue of desecra-
tion, and it was suggested the
existing headstone should be
removed not only for the
Morris family, but out of con-
sideration and respect for
others visiting the cemetery.

Last night, Mr Whelan said
he was unable to divulge
what had been discussed and
described is an “extremely
complex legal matter”.

Karen Wiles, head of the
legal and governance depart-
ment at the council, said all
the implications of removing
the headstone had been fully
considered before any action
was taken.

She said: “We appreciate
thestrongfeelingsofMsMor-
ris’s family and the wider
public mood about this issue.
Having considered very care-
fully all the legal implica-
tions, we believe that, given
Mr Webster’s criminal con-
viction, it isappropriate forus

to remove the headstone and
place it in secure storage.

“We have written to Mr
Webster’s lawyer asking him
to relinquish his position as
lair holder and have received
a response declining this
request. We will be writing
once again to advise them of
the action we have now
taken.”

Webster’s solicitor, John
McLeod, said he would be
consulting his client to see if
he wanted to contest the
removal of the headstone,
and questioned Aberdeen-
shire Council’s move.

He said: “I’m not overly
impressed at their tactics,
announcing through the
media that they will be send-
ing me a letter telling me
what they have done. It’s
questionable professionally.

“I’ll speak to Mr Webster
about it in due course and see
what, if anything, he wants to
do about it.”

Mr Whelan, 23, a masters
research student at Aberdeen
University, said the law pro-
ject would continue working
with the council to deal with
any issues that may now
arise. He said: “Given that

Webster was convicted of
murdering Claire Morris, the
gravestone that was in situ
was a desecration of Claire’s
grave in the mind of all sen-
sible people. It is right and
proper that it has now been
removed by Aberdeenshire
Council.”

Mr Morris, 48, from Kent
said it was “extremely sat-
isfying” that progress had
been made for his sister.

“The removal of the head-
stone is massive,” he said. “It
removesastain,a lie fromour
family. It was a lie, it was a
falsity on Claire’s death. It
was something that covered
up Webster’s crimes for 17
years.”

He added: “I really want to
highlight the work that Ryan
has done, it’s absolutely mag-
nificent for a student to be
able to do what he has done –
he’s not even a professional
yet so it’s quite an achieve-
ment.”

The council and Mr Whe-
lan are now exploring the
possibility of erecting a wall-
mounted memorial above Ms
Morris’s grave.
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Thegap in thegrounds of TarvesCemeterywhere the
removedheadstoneonce stood – it is now in secure storage

MalcolmWebster: refused to
give up role as lair holderFATEFUL: ClaireMorriswith adoptedmother Betty on thedayof herwedding toWebster

Award-winning student behind council’s dramatic decision
PETER MORRIS AMONG DOZENS OF PEOPLE HELPED BY FREE LAW CLINIC SET UP BY ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY GRADUATE

THE campaign to persuade
Aberdeenshire Council to
take yesterday’s dramatic
step was headed by an award-
winning 23-year-old law stu-
dent.

Ryan Whelan set up the
Aberdeen Law Project last
yearafter realising therewere
few opportunities for his fel-
low students to gain first-
hand experience in the field.

Since then, the free law
clinic at Aberdeen University
has helped dozens of people,
including Peter Morris, who
admits he would have been
unable to afford the costs of
fighting to reclaim his sister’s
grave from Malcolm Web-
ster.

Mr Whelan and Professor
Roderick Paisley, who first
suggested the clinic take on

the case, wrote a legal doc-
ument outlining the ways the
council could get around the
strict property laws, which he
then discussed with them in
detail last month.

The former head boy of St
M a c h a r A c a d e m y i n
Aberdeen originally planned
to do politics at university,
before changing his mind at
the last minute.

He said: “I was going to do
politics and then decided it
was law I was interested in.
Law underpins everything.
What moved me to study pol-
itics was a desire to effect
change, and I realised that
could be done through law
too so decided to pursue it.”

D u r i n g h i s t i m e a t
Aberdeen University, Mr
Whelan was president of the

law society and finished top
of his year.

He also scooped several
prizes, including the univer-
sity’s Cruickshank Prize
which is awarded to the top
honours student, and the
Quincentenary Prize for his
work in establishing the
Aberdeen Law Project and
teaching youngsters about
the legal profession.

Earlier this year the mas-
ters research student trav-
elled to the US to see how
universities in New York,
Washington and Baltimore
operated their similar law
clinics.

His accomplishments have
also been recognised outwith
the university, and earlier this
year he received the Attorney
General Law Works Award.

RyanWhelan:
last-minute career change

£1.4million to help TV
and digital media flourish
THE development of TV and
digital media has been given
a £1.4million boost by the
Scottish Government.

The money will be used
over three years for various
training schemes, including
trips to the US and Canada to
meet top broadcasters and
digital companies.

People from Scottish con-
cerns will be able to visit lead-
ing companies in Silicon
Valley, California, such as
Pixar and Facebook.

Culture Secretary Fiona
Hyslop said: “Television and
digital media support 42,000
jobs in Scotland and make a
valuable contribution to the
success of our world-leading

creative industries. The gov-
ernment is committed to sup-
porting Scotland’s creative
economy.”

The Creative Edge partner-
ship involves Channel 4, arts
agency Creative Scotland,
jobs agency Scottish Enter-
prise and independent char-
ity TRC Media.

Labour welcomed the
funding and urged ministers
to develop apprenticeships.
Culture spokeswoman Patri-
cia Ferguson said: “I urge the
Scottish Government to work
with all key stakeholders to
develop and extend appren-
ticeships in our creative
industries that are so noto-
riously difficult to get into.”
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Expand your
Imagination

www.techfestsetpoint.org.uk/tis

Scottish Charity No. SC010349

Discovery Series:
A range of popular and entertaining presentations on a variety

of topics including;

Bloodhound Revisited
Richard Noble provides an update on the thrilling supersonic

car project. Thursday 15th September,7.30pm

The End of Discovery?
Has theAge of Discovery ended? Professor Russell Stannard

looks at the future of fundamental science.
Monday 19th September,8.00pm

Wildlife Forensics
Ross McEwing from Edinburgh Zoo describes how he uses
forensic techniques in an attempt to put an end to poaching
and wildlife crime. Tuesday 20th September,7.30pm

Archaeology &The Genetics Revolution
Professor Keith Dobney details how new advances in genetics
is providing tools to discover more about the history of the

human race. Wednesday 21st September,6.30pm

Illuminating Reactions
For InternationalYear of Chemistry, Professor PeterAtkins

explains how he communicates his own passion for chemical
reactions. Thursday 22nd September,7.30pm

All events are in Fraser Noble Building,University of Aberdeen.
Adult £5.00 and £3.50 Concession.

To buy tickets call 01224 641122
or go to www.boxofficeaberdeen.com

For details of the entire festival programme see

All offers subject to strict availability/change... when they’re gone, they’re gone!
Holiday Hotline - 01224 211112

DIRECT FROM DUNDEE ON BOARD MV ARION

M AG I C
I C E L A N D

04 JUNE 2012 - 11 DAYS
CRUISE TAKES IN DUNDEE - KIRKWALL -

VESTMANN ISLANDS - REYKJAVIK - ISAFJORD
- AKUREYRI - SEYDISFJORD - TORSHAVN -

LERWICK - DUNDEE

FROM ONLY£1099PP

NORTH CAPE & LAND
OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN

14 JUN 2012 - 11 DAYS
CRUISE TAKES IN DUNDEE - HELLESYLT -

LEKNES - HONNINGSVAG - TROMSO - MOLDE
- ANDALNES – DUNDEE

FROM ONLY £1099PP

ENGLAND, IRELAND & SCOTLAND
29TH MAY 2012 - 7 DAYS

COACH PICKUP FROM DUNDEE TO FALMOUTH INCLUDING 1 NIGHT HOTEL, DINNER BED
AND BREAKFAST IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE PLUS EDEN PROJECT TOUR DUNDEE ( LOCAL COACH

PICKUP) - FALMOUTH - TRESCO - DUBLIN - TOBERMORY - SCABSTER - DUNDEE

FROM ONLY£679PP

BOOK BEFORE
30 SEPT

GET £50
PER CABIN
SPENDING MONEY ON
ALL 11 DAY CRUISES

ALL
GRATUITIES
INCLUDED

COACH
FROM

ABERDEEN
AVAILABLE FOR

£19PP

ABERDEEN 16 Crown Street AB11 6HB


